Intellectual and psychosocial functions of children, adolescents and young adults before and after operation for craniopharyngioma.
An evaluation of intellectual, personal and social functioning was made in 16 young patients with craniopharyngioma. No changes were found in the overall IQ verbal and performances scores before and after operation, however, discrepancies between verbal and performance scores suggest that one of the manifestations of craniopharyngioma in children are disturbance in cognitive functions. The decrease in the quality of life of the patients and their families manifested through the deterioration of familial and social relationships and the decrease in scholastic achievements lead to the conclusion that children with craniopharyngioma and their families require close psychological supervision and counselling both before and after surgery.